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HOLLOW GOLF CLUB HEAD HAVING SOLE
STRESS REDUCING FEATURE

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of U.S. nonprovisional
application Ser. No. 13/543,921, filed on Jul. 9, 2012, which
is a continuation of U.S. nonprovisional application Ser. No.
13/324,093, now U.S. Pat. No. 8,241,143, filed on Dec. 13,
2011, which is a continuation of U.S. nonprovisional appli-
cation Ser. No. 12/791,025, now U.S. Pat. No. 8,235,844,
filed on Jun. 1, 2010, all of which is incorporated by reference
as if completely written herein.

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

This invention was not made as part of a federally spon-
sored research or development project.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to the field of golf clubs,
namely hollow golf club heads. The present invention is a
hollow golf club head characterized by a stress reducing
feature that includes a crown located stress reducing feature
and a sole located stress reducing feature.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The impact associated with a golf club head, often moving
in excess of 100 miles per hour, impacting a stationary golf
ball results in a tremendous force on the face of the golf club
head, and accordingly a significant stress on the face. It is
desirable to reduce the peak stress experienced by the face
and to selectively distribute the force of impact to other areas
of the golf club head where it may be more advantageously
utilized.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

In its most general configuration, the present invention
advances the state of the art with a variety of new capabilities
and overcomes many of the shortcomings of prior methods in
new and novel ways. In its most general sense, the present
invention overcomes the shortcomings and limitations of the
prior art in any of a number of generally effective configura-
tions.

The present golf club incorporating a stress reducing fea-
ture including a crown located SRF, short for stress reducing
feature, located on the crown of the club head and a sole
located SRF located on the sole of the club head. The location
and size of the SRFs, and their relationship to one another,
play a significant role in reducing the peak stress seen on the
golf club’s face during an impact with a golf ball, as well as
selectively increasing deflection of the face.

Numerous variations, modifications, alternatives, and
alterations of the various preferred embodiments, processes,
and methods may be used alone or in combination with one
another as will become more readily apparent to those with
skill in the art with reference to the following detailed
description of the preferred embodiments and the accompa-
nying figures and drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Without limiting the scope of the present invention as
claimed below and referring now to the drawings and figures:
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FIG. 1 shows a front elevation view of an embodiment of
the present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 2 shows a top plan view of an embodiment of the
present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 3 shows a front elevation view of an embodiment of
the present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 4 shows a toe side elevation view of an embodiment of
the present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 5 shows a top plan view of an embodiment of the
present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 6 shows a toe side elevation view of an embodiment of
the present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 7 shows a front elevation view of an embodiment of
the present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 8 shows a toe side elevation view of an embodiment of
the present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 9 shows a front elevation view of an embodiment of
the present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 10 shows a front elevation view of an embodiment of
the present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 11 shows a front elevation view of an embodiment of
the present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 12 shows a front elevation view of an embodiment of
the present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 13 shows a front elevation view of an embodiment of
the present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 14 shows a top plan view of an embodiment of the
present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 15 shows a front elevation view of an embodiment of
the present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 16 shows a top plan view of an embodiment of the
present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 17 shows a top plan view of an embodiment of the
present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 18 shows a top plan view of an embodiment of the
present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 19 shows a front elevation view of an embodiment of
the present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 20 shows a toe side elevation view of an embodiment
of the present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 21 shows a front elevation view of an embodiment of
the present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 22 shows a top plan view of an embodiment of the
present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 23 shows a bottom plan view of an embodiment of the
present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 24 shows a partial cross-sectional view of an embodi-
ment of the present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 25 shows a partial cross-sectional view of an embodi-
ment of the present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 26 shows a partial cross-sectional view of an embodi-
ment of the present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 27 shows a partial cross-sectional view of an embodi-
ment of the present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 28 shows a partial cross-sectional view of an embodi-
ment of the present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 29 shows a partial cross-sectional view of an embodi-
ment of the present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 30 shows a top plan view of an embodiment of the
present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 31 shows a bottom plan view of an embodiment of the
present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 32 shows a top plan view of an embodiment of the
present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 33 shows a bottom plan view of an embodiment of the
present invention, not to scale;
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FIG. 34 shows a partial cross-sectional view of an embodi-
ment of the present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 35 shows a partial cross-sectional view of an embodi-
ment of the present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 36 shows a top plan view of an embodiment of the
present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 37 shows a bottom plan view of an embodiment of the
present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 38 shows a partial cross-sectional view of an embodi-
ment of the present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 39 shows a partial cross-sectional view of an embodi-
ment of the present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 40 shows a partial cross-sectional view of an embodi-
ment of the present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 41 shows a partial cross-sectional view of an embodi-
ment of the present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 42 shows a top plan view of an embodiment of the
present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 43 shows a partial cross-sectional view of an embodi-
ment of the present invention, not to scale;

FIG. 44 shows a graph of face displacement versus load;

FIG. 45 shows a graph of peak stress on the face versus
load; and

FIG. 46 shows a graph of the stress-to-deflection ratio
versus load.

These drawings are provided to assist in the understanding
of the exemplary embodiments of the present golf club as
described in more detail below and should not be construed as
unduly limiting the golf club. In particular, the relative spac-
ing, positioning, sizing and dimensions of the various ele-
ments illustrated in the drawings are not drawn to scale and
may have been exaggerated, reduced or otherwise modified
for the purpose of improved clarity. Those of ordinary skill in
the art will also appreciate that a range of alternative configu-
rations have been omitted simply to improve the clarity and
reduce the number of drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The hollow golf club of the present invention enables a
significant advance in the state of the art. The preferred
embodiments of the golf club accomplish this by new and
novel methods that are configured in unique and novel ways
and which demonstrate previously unavailable, but preferred
and desirable capabilities. The description set forth below in
connection with the drawings is intended merely as a descrip-
tion of the presently preferred embodiments of the golf club,
and is not intended to represent the only form in which the
present golf club may be constructed or utilized. The descrip-
tion sets forth the designs, functions, means, and methods of
implementing the golf club in connection with the illustrated
embodiments. It is to be understood, however, that the same
or equivalent functions and features may be accomplished by
different embodiments that are also intended to be encom-
passed within the spirit and scope of the claimed golf club
head.

In order to fully appreciate the present disclosed golf club
some common terms must be defined for use herein. First, one
of'skill in the art will know the meaning of “center of gravity,”
referred to herein as CG, from an entry level course on the
mechanics of solids. With respect to wood-type golf clubs,
hybrid golf clubs, and hollow iron type golf clubs, which are
may have non-uniform density, the CG is often thought of as
the intersection of all the balance points of the club head. In
other words, if you balance the head on the face and then on

10

15

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

the sole, the intersection of the two imaginary lines passing
straight through the balance points would define the point
referred to as the CG.

Itis helpful to establish a coordinate system to identify and
discuss the location of the CG. In order to establish this
coordinate system one must first identify a ground plane (GP)
and a shaft axis (SA). First, the ground plane (GP) is the
horizontal plane upon which a golf club head rests, as seen
best in a front elevation view of a golf club head looking at the
face of the golf club head, as seen in FIG. 1. Secondly, the
shaft axis (SA) is the axis of a bore in the golf club head that
is designed to receive a shaft. Some golf club heads have an
external hosel that contains a bore for receiving the shaft such
that one skilled in the art can easily appreciate the shaft axis
(SA), while other “hosel-less” golf clubs have an internal bore
that receives the shaft that nonetheless defines the shaft axis
(SA). The shaft axis (SA) is fixed by the design of the golf
club head and is also illustrated in FIG. 1.

Now, the intersection of the shaft axis (SA) with the ground
plane (GP) fixes an origin point, labeled “origin” in FIG. 1, for
the coordinate system. While it is common knowledge in the
industry, it is worth noting that the right side of the club head
seen in FIG. 1, the side nearest the bore in which the shaft
attaches, is the “heel” side of the golf club head; and the
opposite side, the left side in F1G. 1, is referred to as the “toe”
side of the golf club head. Additionally, the portion of the golf
club head that actually strikes a golf ball is referred to as the
face of the golf club head and is commonly referred to as the
front of the golf club head; whereas the opposite end of the
golf club head is referred to as the rear of the golf club head
and/or the trailing edge.

A three dimensional coordinate system may now be estab-
lished from the origin with the Y-direction being the vertical
direction from the origin; the X-direction being the horizontal
direction perpendicular to the Y-direction and wherein the
X-direction is parallel to the face of the golf club head in the
natural resting position, also known as the design position;
and the Z-direction is perpendicular to the X-direction
wherein the Z-direction is the direction toward the rear of the
golf club head. The X, Y, and Z directions are noted on a
coordinate system symbol in FIG. 1. It should be noted that
this coordinate system is contrary to the traditional right-hand
rule coordinate system; however it is preferred so that the
center of gravity may be referred to as having all positive
coordinates.

Now, with the origin and coordinate system defined, the
terms that define the location of the CG may be explained.
One skilled in the art will appreciate that the CG of a hollow
golf club head such as the wood-type golf club head illus-
trated in FIG. 2 will be behind the face of the golf club head.
The distance behind the origin that the CG is located is
referred to as Zcg, as seen in FIG. 2. Similarly, the distance
above the origin that the CG is located is referred to as Yeg, as
seen in FIG. 3. Lastly, the horizontal distance from the origin
that the CG is located is referred to as Xcg, also seen in FIG.
3. Theretore, the location of the CG may be easily identified
by reference to Xcg, Ycg, and Zcg.

The moment of inertia of the golf club head is a key ingre-
dient in the playability ofthe club. Again, one skilled in the art
will understand what is meant by moment of inertia with
respect to golf club heads; however it is helpful to define two
moment of inertia components that will be commonly
referred to herein. First, MOIXx is the moment of inertia of the
golf club head around an axis through the CG, parallel to the
X-axis, labeled in FIG. 4. MOIx is the moment of inertia of
the golf club head that resists lofting and delofting moments
induced by ball strikes high or low on the face. Secondly,
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MOly is the moment of the inertia of the golf club head
around an axis through the CG, parallel to the Y-axis, labeled
in FIG. 5. MOly is the moment of inertia of the golf club head
that resists opening and closing moments induced by ball
strikes towards the toe side or heel side of the face.

Continuing with the definitions of key golf club head
dimensions, the “front-to-back” dimension, referred to as the
FB dimension, is the distance from the furthest forward point
at the leading edge of the golf club head to the furthest
rearward point at the rear of the golf club head, i.e. the trailing
edge, as seen in FIG. 6. The “heel-to-toe” dimension, referred
to as the HT dimension, is the distance from the point on the
surface of the club head on the toe side that is furthest from the
origin in the X-direction, to the point on the surface of the golf
club head on the heel side that is 0.875" above the ground
plane and furthest from the origin in the negative X-direction,
as seen in FIG. 7.

Akey location on the golf club face is an engineered impact
point (EIP). The engineered impact point (EIP) is important
in that it helps define several other key attributes of the present
golf club head. The engineered impact point (EIP) is gener-
ally thought of as the point on the face that is the ideal point
at which to strike the golf ball. Generally, the score lines on
golf club heads enable one to easily identify the engineered
impact point (EIP) for a golf club. In the embodiment of FIG.
9, the first step in identifying the engineered impact point
(EIP) is to identify the top score line (TSL) and the bottom
score line (BSL). Next, draw an imaginary line (IL) from the
midpoint of the top score line (TSL) to the midpoint of the
bottom score line (BSL). This imaginary line (IL) will often
not be vertical since many score line designs are angled
upward toward the toe when the club is in the natural position.
Next, as seen in FIG. 10, the club must be rotated so that the
top score line (TSL) and the bottom score line (BSL) are
parallel with the ground plane (GP), which also means that
the imaginary line (IL.) will now be vertical. In this position,
the leading edge height (LEH) and the top edge height (TEH)
are measured from the ground plane (GP). Next, the face
height is determined by subtracting the leading edge height
(LEH) from the top edge height (TEH). The face height is
then divided in half and added to the leading edge height
(LEH) to yield the height of the engineered impact point
(EIP). Continuing with the club head in the position of FIG.
10, a spot is marked on the imaginary line (IL) at the height
above the ground plane (GP) that was just calculated. This
spot is the engineered impact point (EIP).

The engineered impact point (EIP) may also be easily
determined for club heads having alternative score line con-
figurations. For instance, the golf club head of FIG. 11 does
not have a centered top score line. In such a situation, the two
outermost score lines that have lengths within 5% of one
another are then used as the top score line (TSL) and the
bottom score line (BSL). The process for determining the
location of the engineered impact point (EIP) on the face is
then determined as outlined above. Further, some golf club
heads have non-continuous score lines, such as that seen at the
top of the club head face in FIG. 12. In this case, a line is
extended across the break between the two top score line
sections to create a continuous top score line (TSL). The
newly created continuous top score line (TSL) is then
bisected and used to locate the imaginary line (IL). Again,
then the process for determining the location of the engi-
neered impact point (EIP) on the face is determined as out-
lined above.

The engineered impact point (EIP) may also be easily
determined in the rare case of a golf club head having an
asymmetric score line pattern, or no score lines at all. In such
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embodiments the engineered impact point (EIP) shall be
determined in accordance with the USGA “Procedure for
Measuring the Flexibility of a Golf Clubhead,” Revision 2.0,
Mar. 25, 2005, which is incorporated herein by reference.
This USGA procedure identifies a process for determining
the impact location on the face of a golf club that is to be
tested, also referred therein as the face center. The USGA
procedure utilizes a template that is placed on the face of the
golfclub to determine the face center. In these limited cases of
asymmetric score line patterns, or no score lines at all, this
USGA face center shall be the engineered impact point (EIP)
that is referenced throughout this application.

The engineered impact point (EIP) on the face is an impor-
tant reference to define other attributes of the present golf club
head. The engineered impact point (EIP) is generally shown
on the face with rotated crosshairs labeled EIP. The precise
location of the engineered impact point (EIP) can be identi-
fied via the dimensions Xeip, Yeip, and Zeip, as illustrated in
FIGS. 22-24. The X coordinate Xeip is measured in the same
manner as Xcg, theY coordinate Yeip is measured in the same
manner as Ycg, and the Z coordinate Zeip is measured in the
same manner as Zcg, except that Zeip is always a positive
value regardless of whether it is in front of the origin point or
behind the origin point.

One important dimension that utilizes the engineered
impact point (EIP) is the center face progression (CFP), seen
in FIGS. 8 and 14. The center face progression (CFP) is a
single dimension measurement and is defined as the distance
in the Z-direction from the shaft axis (SA) to the engineered
impact point (EIP). A second dimension that utilizes the
engineered impact point (EIP) is referred to as a club moment
arm (CMA). The CMA is the two dimensional distance from
the CG of'the club head to the engineered impact point (EIP)
on the face, as seen in FIG. 8. Thus, with reference to the
coordinate system shown in FIG. 1, the club moment arm
(CMA) includes a component in the Z-direction and a com-
ponent in the Y-direction, but ignores any difference in the
X-direction between the CG and the engineered impact point
(EIP). Thus, the club moment arm (CMA) can be thought of
in terms of an impact vertical plane passing through the
engineered impact point (EIP) and extending in the Z-direc-
tion. First, one would translate the CG horizontally in the
X-direction until it hits the impact vertical plane. Then, the
club moment arm (CMA) would be the distance from the
projection of the CG on the impact vertical plane to the
engineered impact point (EIP). The club moment arm (CMA)
has a significant impact on the launch angle and the spin of the
golf ball upon impact.

Another important dimension in golf club design is the
club head blade length (BL), seen in FIG. 13 and FIG. 14. The
blade length (BL) is the distance from the origin to a point on
the surface of the club head on the toe side that is furthest from
the origin in the X-direction. The blade length (BL) is com-
posed of two sections, namely the heel blade length section
(Abl) and the toe blade length section (Bbl). The point of
delineation between these two sections is the engineered
impact point (EIP), or more appropriately, a vertical line,
referred to as a face centerline (FC), extending through the
engineered impact point (EIP), as seen in FIG. 13, when the
golf club head is in the normal resting position, also referred
to as the design position.

Further, several additional dimensions are helpful in under-
standing the location of the CG with respect to other points
that are essential in golf club engineering. First, a CG angle
(CGA) is the one dimensional angle between a line connect-
ing the CG to the origin and an extension of the shaft axis
(SA), as seen in FIG. 14. The CG angle (CGA) is measured






