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[57] ABSTRACT

The mounting bracket for the ring of a basketball goal is
yieldably swingably movable downwardly, or both
downwardly and laterally, responsively to application
of potentially deforming or damaging forces. Strong
magnets or equivalent structure firmly hold the bracket
against movement by normal game-applied forces. Piv-
otal movement is provided by a hinge or a ball-and-
socket connector. A coil spring behind the goal back-
board and connected to the bracket by a flexible cable,
or a leaf or coil spring, can be employed to automati-
cally return the temporarily displaced goal to its normal
position.

11 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures
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DEFORMATION-PREVENTING SWINGABLE
MOUNT FOR BASKETBALL GOALS

BACKGROUND AND OBJECTS OF THE
INVENTION

The ring of a basketball goal is frequently bent out of
shape by excessive (e.g. body-engagement) force being
applied thereto, which happening requires annoying
and costly game-delaying repairs. It is accordingly the
object of this invention to provide a simple, inexpensive,
yet highly effective means for minimizing the probabil-
ity of such damage and such game delay.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a front elevational view of a preferred em-
bodiment of the invention.

FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of the showing of
FIG. 1 in section taken on the line 2—2 of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary plan view in sec-
tion taken on the line 3—3 of FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is an enlarged elevational view of the ball-and-
socket portion of FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 is a front elevational view of a second species
of the invention.

FIG. 6 is a side elevational view of the showing of
FIG. 5 in section taken on the line 6—6 of FIG. §.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

With reference now to FIGS. 1-4 of the drawings,
the numeral 11 designates a conventional backboard,
upon which is to be mounted a conventional basket
comprising a metal-rod ring 13 and a mesh basket 15.
The ring 13 is welded at 17 to the horizontal base 19 of
an inverted L-shaped bracket 21, the longer reach 23 of
which may be tapered as shown in FIG. 1. A pin 25 is
welded to the lower front of the reach 23 medially
thereof to mount a ball 27 thereto. The ball 27 is re-
ceived in a socket formed by a pair of elements 29 of
known construction to permit the bracket 21 and its
carried goal elements 13 and 15 to yieldably swing away
from the backboard 11 as shown in FIGS. 2 and 4.

The bracket 21 is normally firmly held in its position
of FIGS. 1 and 2 by a pair of shallow U-shaped power-
ful permanent magnets 31 and 33. The bight portion of
the magnet 33 is cemented (e.g. by an epoxy film 35) to
the bracket reach 21 (FIG. 3).

The mating poles of the magnets are shown as extend-
ing through alined apertures in the bracket arm 23 and
the backboard 11. The front portions of the backboard
apertures are tapered at 37 (FIGS. 1 and 3) to guide the
bracket 21 back to its proper position, to which it pref-
erably would be automatically returned by the pull of a
flexible cable 39. The forward end of the cable 39 is
welded at 41 to the bracket arm 23 and at its rear end to
the apex of a tapered coiled compression spring 43. The
cable 39 also roughly guides the bracket and goal ele-
ments to their playing positions after a displacement.
Other guidance means may be employed, e.g. conical
protuberances and mating depressions (not shown).

In the species of FIGS. 5 and 6, primed numerals
designate like parts in the FIGS. 1-4 species. But in this
more simple modification only downward and forward
displacement (the more likely to occur) is provided for
by a horizontal-axis hinge. The hinge comprises a rod 45
welded to the lower edge of bracket arm 23'. Two
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bearing-forming J-shaped threaded elements 47 extend
through the backboard and are anchored by nuts 49. A
leaf spring 51 is fixed in place by screws 53. A known
mouse-trap-type coil spring (not shown) could be sub-
stituted for the spring 51.

Having thus described my invention, I claim:

1. A basketball-goal assemblage comprising: support
structure for relatively immovable attachment to a bas-
ketball backboard, relatively movable goal-ring struc-
ture yieldably swingably connected to said support
structure, and means interacting between said structures
to hold said structures in normal positions against nor-
mal game-applied forces but yieldable to permit shock-
absorbing swinging of said goal-ring structure for mini-
mizing goal damage from abnormal forces applied
thereagainst.

2. Mechanism according to claim 1 in which said
relative swinging action is provided by an arm con-
nected to the rear margin of said goal-ring structure and
extending downwardly over the face of said backboard
and pivoted thereto by a hinge.

3. Mechanism according to claim 2, said interacting
means comprising at least one pair of co-operating mag-
netic elements matingly attached to and interacting
between said relatively movable structures.

4. Mechanism according to claim 3 and additionally
comprising spring means for returning said movable
structure to its normal position.

5. Mechanism according to claim 4, said spring means
comprising a compression spring located behind said
backboard and connected to said movable structure by
a flexible cable passing through a retraction-guiding
bore in said backboard.

6. Mechanism according to claim 4, said spring means
being a leaf-spring overlying a horizontal-axis hinge at
the lower margin of said downwardly extending arm.

7. Mechanism according to claim 3, at least one mag-
netic element lying in a dished despression and its co-
operating element being guided into said depression for
guidingly positioning and holding said relatively mov-
able structures in normal positions.

8. Mechanism according to claim 2, said hinge being
of the ball-and-socket type.

9. Mechanism according to claim 8, said interacting
means comprising at least one pair of co-operating mag-
netic elements matingly attached to and interacting
between said relatively movable structures.

10. Mechanism according to claim 9 and additionally
comprising spring means for returning said movable
structure to its normal position. _

11. A basketball-goal assemblage comprising: support
structure for relatively immovable attachment to a bas-
ketball backboard, relatively movable goal-ring struc-
ture yieldably swingably connected to said support
structure, means interacting between said structures to
hold said structures in their normal relative positions
against their relative movement by normal game-
applied forces but yieldable with initially rapidly de-
creasing force-resistance to permit shock-absorbing
swinging of said goal-ring structure for minimizing goal
damage from abnormal forces applied thereagainst, and
relatively weak force-applying means for returning said
goal-ring structure to its normal interacting-means-held

position.
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