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" Richard W. Knight, Wichita Falls, Tex.
Application August 22, 1949, Serial No. 111,605

4 Claims.
1

This invention relates to foundation frames for
pa ade ﬂoats and more partmularly to a frame
for a,pplicatlon to automob1les or other yehicles
in the. preparatlon of decoratwe floats to be used
m parades and for s1m11ar occas1ons

In the preparatron of ﬂoats for parades by
m thods heretofore commonly used dlfﬁculty is
ently encountered due to the fact that the
les employed are not Well adapted for the
at n of decorative materlals Such ﬂoats
usually unduly expensive because of the
‘h of tlme consumed in decoratmg the same,
since the vehicle used must be taken out of nor-
mal service and cannot be otherwise employed
untll the parade is over. Moreover a float pre-
pared in the customary manner is suitable for use
nly one oceasion, after wh1ch it must be com-
] y. dlscarded and a new one constructed for
the next use.

By the present invention, a foundation frame
is. provided which may be assembled and dec-
orated before apphcatlon ‘to the veh1cle, thus
ble ‘the contlnued use of the vehicle
I'the time of the parade. Means is provided
f pportmg the frame on the vehrcle, whereby
the “frame may. be qu1ck]y apphed and removed
urely held in pos1t10n whrle in use.
he pr ,ent inventron has for its. prmclpal
obJect t e provxsxon of a foundatmn frame for
lication to a veh1cle to be used as. a, parade
flo t which frame can be’ convemently decorated
p]aced on the vehrcle w1th a minimum of
iabor and expense, and w1thout 1nterference with
th normal use of the vehlcle for other pur-

A further. obJect of the invention is to provide
3 1
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‘other obJect of -the invention is to’ prov1de
means for attaching a foundation frame to a
vehicle to‘ be used asa parade ﬁoat whereby ‘the

sion of means to permlt ready access to the m—
terlor. of.the, vehicle.to which the frame has heen
applied, “without disturbing the decoration. or.in=~
conveniencing the driver. of:the same.

A, still.further ohject of the invention is to.pro~
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2 .
vide a foundation float frame which will be se-
curely held in place on the vehicle, is easily re-
€ erefrom and which is of simple désign
and rugged construction capable of withstand-
ing the rough usage to which such a struet
is hkely to be subJected

The mventmn will hest be understood from the
following descr1pt1on constrtutmg a speclﬁcatmn
of the same, when taken in conjunction with the
annexed drawings wherem—

i tive view of the assembled

2 is an exploded side elevational vieWw
showing the construction of one side of the
frame,

Flg 3 is a perspective view showing the means
by whlch ‘the frame is supported upon the veh1-
cle a;;d how such ‘means are secured to the vehi-
hne,

Fig. 4 is a top plan view of the frames as in-
stalled on a vehrcle

F1g 5 is a cross sectlonal view taken along the
line 5—F5 of Fig. 4, looking in the direction indi-
cated by the arrows;

F1g 6is_a fragmentary perspective view show-
ing the structural details of twe adjoining por-
tions. of one side of the frame and the means by
which such portions are connected together;

Fig. 7 is a fragmentary perspective view of one
of the top transverse frame elements, showing
the means by which the same is secured to a lon-
gitudinal frame member;

Fig. 8 is a fragmentary view showing the struc-
tural details of the means by which the mid-por-
tion of the frame is supported at the bottom
from the vehicle;

Fig. 9 is a fragmentary elevational view, look-
ing at one end of the vehicle, showing a modi-
fied form of the means for supporting the frame
on a vehicle bumper, indicating how-such means
is.attached to the bumper and how it is engaged
by-the frame; and

Fig. 10 is a fragmentary side elevational view
of the- means- for supportmg the frame illustrated
m Pig. 9.

Referring to the drawings in greater detail,
an automobile or other vehicle of a,_suitable type
is 1ndrcated generally at 10, upon wh1ch the
foundation frame indicated generally at |2 is to
be supported for the purpose of forming a barade
ﬁoat The foyndation frame is carried. by trans-
verse supportmg members, which may be secured

vto the vehicle bumpers either above or below the

same, at the ends of the vehicle. In addition,
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supporting means for the frame is positioned on
the roof of the vehicle intermediate the ends
thereof.

The foundation frame comprises front and rear
end sections (4 and 16, respectively, and side sec-
tions 18 and 19 in one or both of which a gate
is provided for ready access to the interior of
the vehicle.

The various sections of the frame may ke con-
veniently formed of a plurality of horizontal rails

10

22 connected by vertical bars 24 at suitably ..

spaced intervals. The side frame sections may
be formed in two portions as best seen in Figs.
1 and 2, these portions being spaced apart to

provide an opening for a gate 26. The top rails.

ing beyond the sides of the vehicle. The rods
60 and 62 carry wing nuts 66 at their ends by
which the parts may be adjusted to retain the
supporting members 54 and 64 securely in en-
gagement with the vehicle.

At each end of the supporting member 64 an
angle 68 is secured, having an upwardly extend-
ing flange 18 to be secured to the botfom rail
of ‘the sxde frame sectlon by boltmg or other
suitable means.

When desirable, all of the parts of the foun-
dation frame and its supports can be furnished
to the user in one or more packages or bundles,

.with g sufficient number of bolts and fasteners

of the portions of the side section are joined °

across the top of the gate, and below the bottom

of the gate these portions are connected by a

rod 28 of general U-shape.

Across the top of the frame the side sections
are connected by transverse top members 30.
The top members 30 are provided at their ends
with angle-shaped connectors 82, the down-
turned portions 24 of which are spaced from the
ends of the members to provide recesses for the
reception of the top rails of the side sections.
‘A hole 36 is provided in each of the connectors
32 to enable the same to be fastened to the top
rail of the side section.

At the corners of the frame connecting angles
-38 are provided for securing together the side
and end members to form a frame of substan-
tially rectangular shape about the vehicle.

As will best be seen in Figs. 1 and 5, the frame
constructed in the manner described above pro-
vides an open-bottomed structure which can
réadily be placed over a vehicle and to which any
suitable decorative material may be applied.

The top of the frame may be somewhat lower
in that portion which overlies the forward end
or hood of the vehicle and may be higher in
the region of the roof of the vehicle, as best seen

in Fig. 1, whereby an opening 39 is provided in’

the frame in front of the windshield of the ve-
hicle, so that the driver will have ample, un-
obstructed view through the windshield.

. 'The frame may ke supported on the vehicle by
transverse supports 40 and 42 positionéd at each
end of the vehicle and secured to the bumpers

41 thereof by means of J-bolis 44, as seen in.

Fig. 9, in which case the supports will lie be-
-neath the bumpers, or the supports may be po-
sitioned on top of the bumpers and similarly
secured thereto as indicated in Fig. 3.  The sup-
ports, as seen in Fig. 3, are provided at their
.ends with hook-shaped members 46 projecting
beyond the sides of the vehicle for receiving the
bottom rails of the frame. When the supports
are secured beneath the bumpers brackets 48 may
be secured at their ends, whieh brackets are
formed with a re-bent portion 59 serving to
position the rail receiving portions of the brack-
ets at substantially the same level as. those of
the hooks 46.

" An additional support for the frame may be
provided in the form of a transverse member 54
resting upon the roof of the vehicle, carrying
a bar §6- of somewhat shorter length than the
width of the frame. The member 5§ may rest
upon a cushioning material 58 positioned on the
roof of the vehicle. The bar 56 has holes at
its opposite ends through which threaded rods
63 and 62 extend downwardly and through holes
in a transverse supporting member §4 beneath
the bottom of the. vehicle, said member extend-
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-ately prior to the time of use.

to complete. the same and instructions for use,
and the various sections can be put together and
assembled for- decoration and mounting on the
vehicle, as may be convenient or desired.

‘The side and end sections of the frame may be
made up as units and secured together by bolts

to form a complete frame structure ready for

positioning on the vehicle. If more convenient,
however, the side sections may be divided, in
which case each part may be conveniently ter-
minated by a vertical member 24, and the ver-
tical members of two adjacent parts may be
abutted in -assembling the section. The parts
are assembled in the manner indicated in-Fig,-6,
by the use of a strap piece 72 bolted to adjacent
ends of the top rail 22. In this manner the
frame can be made as long or as short as may
be desired to accommodate vehlcles of various
sizes.

The gate 26 may be attached by hlnges 14 orin
other convenient manner, and may be provided
with a latch 76 for retaining the same in closed
position. The parts of the side frame section are
of such length that the gate will be positioned
in registration with the front door of the vehmle
for facility in entering the same.

It will be apparent that the foundation frame
as described above may be easily and quickly as-
sémbled and the decorative mafterial - applied

‘thereto at any convenient time and place, after

which the entire frame can be placed over the ve-
hicle and secured thereto. If more convenient,
the various sections of- the frame can be deco-
rated and assembled about the vehicle immedi-
A float so con-
structed leaves no projecting parts whlch might
provide & hazard in moving the vehicle or afford
means:-by which persons- might be tempted to
steal a ride on the float.

When the foundation frame has served its pur-
pose, it can be readily disassembled by merely. de-

taching the fasteners 38 at the corners and stack-

ing the sections one upon another to form a com-
pact bundle - for storage or transportation, It
will be seen that the invention provides a_foun-
dation frame of light and sturdy construction
capable of repeated use, thus effecting a great
saving in labor and materialin the preparatlon of
prarade floats. :

While the invention has been descnbed in ae-
cordance with a particular embodiment of. the
same, it will be understood that many' changés
and modifications can be made in thé various
parts, as well as in the manner of assembling
and supporting the same, without' departmg from
the spirit of the invention or the scope of the ap-

pended claims.-

What is claimed and deszred to secure by Let-
ters Patent is:

1. A foundation structure for 2 parade ﬂoa.t
adapted to be positioned over and cafried by a



2,617,570

5

vehicle which vehicle has a bumper on each end
thereof, said structure comprising side and end
frame sections, fastening means connecting said
sections to form a substantially rectangular
frame about said vehicle, transverse suppcrts at-
tachably secured %o said bumper at the opposite
ends of said vehicle and each having upwardly
cpening yoke members secured to the outer ends
thereof and said yoke members being adapted to
attachably engage said frame adjacent the ends
thereof, and a transverse supporting member po-
sitioned mediate the ends of said vehicle adapied
to engage said said frame between the ends there-
of to support said frame from the top of the oc-
cupant compartment of said vehicle.

2. A foundation structure for a parade floab
comprising a frame adapted to be positiocned over
and supported in spaced relation to a vehicle, a
supporting member positioned on and extending
above said vehicle, means carried by said sup-
porting member extending beyond the sides of
said vehicle for engagement with said frame, and
supporting members at ecah end of said vehicle
extending beyond the sides of said vehicls and
having upwardly opening hooks at each end
thereof for engagement with the bottom of said
frame and for the support thereof

3. A demountable frame structure adapted to
be positioned over and carried by a vehicle, com-
prising side and end frame sections each of which
sections has spaced upright bars and horizontal
rails, fastening means for securing said upright
bars and horizontal rails together to form the re-
spective side and end frame sections, means for

attachably securing adjacent corners of the side 3

and end frame sections together to form a rec-
tangular frame, transverse members positioned
between upper sides of said side frame sections
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and attachably secured thereto, a transverse sup-
port bar attachably secured to each end of said
vehicle and each bar having upwardly opening
U-members secured to each end of said trans-
verse support bar for supporting the side frame
sections at the ends of said vehicle for quick de-
tachment therefrom.

4. A demountable frame structure adapted to
he positicned over and carried by a vehicle, com-
prising side and end frame sections, each of
which has spaced upright bars and horizontal
rails, fastening means for securing said upright
bars and horizontal rails together to form the re-
spective side and end frame sections, means for
attachably securing adjacent corners of said side
and end frame sections together to form a rec-
tangular frame, transverse rnembers positioned
hetween the upper sides of said side frame sec-
tions and attachably secured thereto, at least
three horizontally aligned transverse support
members projecting beyond the sides of said ve-
hicle and having an upwardly opening hock on
each end thereof, which support members are at-
tachably secured at each end of said vehicle for
supporting said side frames for quick defachment
from said transverse support members,

RICHARD W. ENIGHT.
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