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1
BUBBLING BRAIN NOVELTY

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates generally to novelties and items of
general interest, and more particularly, to such novelties
representing a science fiction experiment.

2. Description of Related Art
The following art defines the present state of this field:

Shiina, U.S. Pat. No. 5,017,171 describes a toy utilizing
bubbles in liquid comprising a vessel to be charged with a
liquid keeping an air layer at the top and to be sealed, a
bubble generating member, and in-liquid movable members
moved by bubbles rising in the liquid in the vessel.

Manale, U.S. Pat. No. 5,279,512 describes a toy water
wheel including a transparent water-tight container, a rotat-
able wheel connected to the interior of the container, and
electric pump for pumping water to and from the container,
a nozzle connected to the container for directing water to the
wheel to turn the wheel, a first hose connected to the electric
pump and the nozzle for conveying water to the nozzle, and
a second hose connected to the container and to the pump for
conveying water from the container to the pump.

Murray, Jr., U.S. Pat. No. 5,313,727 describes a decora-
tive kinetic device which includes a transparent hollow
dome containing a fluid and a plurality of small particles.
The dome is open on its bottom and is mounted on a base
having a pumping chamber formed therein. The top of the
pumping chamber, which serves as the bottom of the dome,
includes an intake hole and an outlet hole to provide flow
paths between the dome and the pumping chamber. A pump
impeller is positioned within the pumping chamber to cir-
culate the fluid and the particles, the impeller being rotated
by a motor positioned in the base below the pumping
chamber. An extension member is attached to and extends
vertically upward from the pump impeller into the dome and
is adapted to receive a decorative object. A transport tube
having an intake port and an outlet port is positioned in the
dome such that the intake port is connected to the outlet hole
of the pumping chamber and the outlet port of the trans-
porting tube is positioned near the top of the dome. Rotation
of the impeller causes the fluid and the particles to be drawn
through and out of the pumping chamber into and through
the transport tube, out of the transport tube near the top of
the dome and down through the dome to the pumping
chamber again. Simultaneously, the rotating extension mem-
ber is caused to rotate.

McLaughlin, U.S. Pat. No. 5,416,994 describes a liquid
display device comprising an elongated, transparent, cylin-
drical display tube containing a column of liquid and includ-
ing a light-transmitting base. A pedestal supports the display
tube and includes a light-transmitting top plate on which the
base of the display tube is seated. An impeller within the
display tube rotates the liquid within the tube. The pedestal
contains a reversible motor for driving the impeller, lights
for lighting the contents of the display tube through the
light-transmitting base and top plate, and air pumps for
forcing air into the liquid within the display tube. A series of
timers controls the operation of the motor, air pump and
lights to create continuously changing turbulence patterns in
the liquid.

Eddins et al., U.S. Pat. No. 5,603,176 describes a simu-
lated suspended animation biosphere assembly including an
outer housing having a transparent wall portion, a transpar-
ent gel in the housing and at least one action component
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movably suspended in the gel. The action component is
adapted to resemble and actual action element which is
capable of voluntary controlled independent action move-
ment and which is movably suspendable in a natural envi-
ronmental medium, Chang, U.S. Pat. No. 5,816,884
describes a music box having a water pump structure,
especially to a music box in combination with a water pump,
including a music box, a water pump, and a regulating valve
wherein the music box is provided with a linking member by
which the water r pump is connected with the music box.
The linking m ember is associated with a water pressure
plate of the water pump and the movement of the linking
member triggered off by the music box will activate the
water pressure plate to move back and forth. The to-and-fro
movement of the water pressure plate will in turn generate
a pressure, forcing water to circulate in and out of two main
bodies of the water pump. In addition, the regulating valve
having one-dimensional water influx and discharging valves
is adapted to regulate the water circulation in one direction.
Ornamental articles such as a crystal ball can be further
attached to the present invention whereby music is given
sweetly out by the music box while the water current is
lively circulate d in and out of the water pump simulta-
neously.

The prior art teaches various novelty devices and appa-
ratus utilizing bubbles or other objects floating in a fluid
which are interesting for their movement , color, and general
unusual effects. However, the prior art does not teach that
such a novelty may be constructed so as to a dvantageously
produce a scientific fiction effect enhanced by the sound and
visual effect of bubbling water. The present invention fulfills
these needs and provides further related advantages as
described in the following summary.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention teaches certain benefits in construc-
tion and use which give rise to the objectives described
below.

The present invention teaches a novelty which includes a
transparent vessel containing a fluid and a life-like full scale
human brain inserted into the fluid. The vessel is open on its
top and sealed on its bottom, and is mounted on a base
section of the device. Air bubbles are produced from an air
pump attached to the side of the base section. A tube having
an intake port connected to the air pump and an outlet port
positioned inside of the vessel is immersed in the liquid to
supply air. The transparent, water-tight brain vessel is lit
from underneath by a lamp. To enhance a science fiction
visual effect, the novelty includes a stand, has a decorative
perforated tubing attached to the base and to the side of the
vessel, and is covered with a dome-shaped lid.

A primary objective of the present invention is to provide
a bubbling brain novelty having advantages not taught by
the prior art.

Another objective is to use such a novelty for amusement
purposes to produce soothing bubbling sounds.

A further objective is to use a novelty as a fish tank.

Other features and advantages of the present invention
will become apparent from the following more detailed
description, taken in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings, which illustrate, by way of example, the prin-
ciples of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The accompanying drawing illustrates the present inven-
tion. In this drawing:
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FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the preferred embodiment
of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

The above-described drawing figures illustrate the
invention, a novelty apparatus 10. FIG. 1 is a perspective
view illustrating the present invention. The apparatus 10
comprises a stand 11 providing a tank support base 12 made
of wood, steel, aluminum, plastic or other structural
material, and an air pump 13. The base 12 includes an outer
22 and an inner 23 concentric annular skirts which are
connected by a horizontal top annular surface 24. Horizontal
top annular surface 24 extends inwardly from the outer skirt
22 to the inner skirt 23 and forms with the inner skirt 23 an
opening 25 in the center of the base 12. A transparent water
tank 14 is received by the opening 25 formed by the inner
annular skirt 23 of the base 12 and is positioned for viewing
an interior of the water tank 14. The water tank 14, made of
glass or plastic, has an open top and a closed bottom and is
filled with water. Alternatively, the water tank 14 is filled
with other clear or colored fluid. The air pump 13 is
supported by the outer annular skirt 22 of the base 12 and is
attached to the outer annular skirt by a suitable means, such
as a screw or any other fastening means. An air hose 15,
engaged with the air pump 13, delivers air into the trans-
parent water tank 14 to create a continuous bubbling effect.
A replica of a human brain 16 made of rubber, plastic or
other suitable material is positioned within the water tank 14
through the open top thereof and is supported therein by a
brain supporting means, such as plastic tubing 17 to suggest
the appearance of a science fiction experiment. A lamp
enclosure 18 made of steel, aluminum, plastic or other
structural material, is engaged with the tank support base 12
and positioned to direct a light beam 26 through opening 25
into the water tank 14 for creating a lighting effect therein.
The light beam 26 is produced by various lighting means
suitable for such effect when placed within the lamp enclo-
sure 18.

The combination of the tank support base 12, air pumpl3,
water tank 14, air hose 15, brain replica 16, and lamp
enclosure 18 creates an amusement effect suggesting the
appearance of a science fiction experiment. Additionally, it
may have a soothing effect from bubbling sounds and the
view of the moving water. The water tank may also be used
as a fish tank.

Additionally, the invention to additionally includes a set
of legs 19 for mounting the water tank base 12 and for
supporting it in an elevated position.
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Additionally, the invention further comprises a flexible
hose 20 extending from an exterior surface 22 of the lamp
enclosure 23 to an exterior surface 24 of the water tank 14
for further suggesting a science fiction experiment.

The invention further includes a dome shaped water tank
cover 21 adapted for covering the open top 27 of the water
tank 14 for aesthetic purposes, to direct and support the
various tubes of the invention, and to enhance the appear-
ance of the invention.

While the invention has been described with reference to
at least one preferred embodiment, it is to be clearly under-
stood by those skilled in the art that the invention is not
limited thereto. Rather, the scope of the invention is to be
interpreted only in conjunction with the appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus comprising:

a stand providing a torus shaped tank support base, and an
air pump;

a transparent water tank filled with water and engaged
with the tank support base so as to be positioned for
viewing the water;

a dome shaped water tank cover adapted for covering an
open top of the water tank;

an air hose engaged with the air pump, the air hose
extending from the air pump, exteriorly to the water
tank cover and into the water tank through the water
tank cover, and terminating near a bottom of the water
tank, for delivery of air into the water tank as air
bubbles;

a replica of a human brain positioned medially within the
water tank and supported therein by a brain supporting
means comprising at least one tube extending from the
water tank cover downwardly to the brain replica;

a lamp enclosure engaged below the tank support base
and positioned for directing a light beam through the
torus shaped tank support base and into the water tank
for producing a lighting effect therein; and

a flexible, bellows-shaped hose extending from an exte-
rior surface of the lamp enclosure exteriorly to an
exterior surface of the water tank;

whereby the tank support base, air pump, water tank,
water tank cover, air hose, brain replica, bellows-
shaped hose and lamp enclosure suggest the appearance
of a science fiction experiment.

2. The apparatus of claim 1 further comprising a set of

legs for mounting the tank support base in an elevated
position.



