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1
CLEANING TRAY

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 12/257,087, filed Oct. 23, 2008, now
U.S. Pat. No. 8,015,927 which claims priority to U.S. Provi-
sional Application No. 61,076,168 filed on Jun. 27, 2008; the
contents of which are incorporated by reference as if com-
pletely written herein.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to the field of a cleaning tray
which is a table attachment providing a removable depository
for refuse and litter from an area, in particular, from a hori-
zontal area.

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

Not Applicable

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Various cleaning trays are provided in the prior art. For
example, one patent teaches a waste disposal apparatus with
a retractable drop chute for delivering waste to a waste con-
tainer which is movably connected beneath a surface covering
the entire waste container. Another patent teaches a tray hav-
ing a refuse receptacle attachable to a chair. Still another
patent provides a debris receptacle attachable to a cutting
board. Even another patent teaches a work surface device
aiding in disposal of items, while another patent teaches a
combination of a table for a receptacle and a waste container.
Still even another patent teaches a table and trash disposal
combined device.

While the above-described devices fulfill their respective
and particular objects and requirements, they do not describe
a cleaning tray that provides for the advantages of the present
invention; therefore, a need exists for an improved cleaning
tray that is designed to hook onto a table, having in some
embodiments a built-in storage compartment for cleaning
supplies, the tray having inwardly sloping wedges to assist in
wiping crumbs and other waste into a trash receptacle in the
center of the tray, and/or a hook upon which a removable
waste bag is carried.

In this respect, the present invention substantially departs
from the conventional concepts and designs of the prior art.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Numerous variations, modifications, alternatives, and
alterations of the various preferred embodiments, processes,
and methods may be used alone or in combination with one
another as will become more readily apparent to those with
skill in the art, with reference to the following detailed
description of the preferred embodiments and the accompa-
nying figures and drawings.

In view ofthe foregoing known types of cleaning trays now
present in the prior art, the present invention provides a novel
cleaning tray. As such, the general purpose of the present
invention, which will be described subsequently in greater
detail, is to provide a new and improved cleaning tray which
has all the advantages of the prior art mentioned heretofore
and many novel features that result in a cleaning tray which is
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not anticipated, rendered obvious, suggested, or even implied
by the prior art, either alone or in any combination thereof.

To attain this, the present cleaning tray in some embodi-
ments provides a primary body having two arms forming a
C-shape to hook the tray onto a table, a built-in storage com-
partment for cleaning supplies, the tray having inwardly slop-
ing wedges to assist in wiping crumbs and guiding other
waste into a trash receptacle in the center of the tray, and a
hook upon which a removable waste bag is carried.

The present cleaning tray may be used in restaurants,
lounges, cafeterias and the like to assist individuals, including
waitresses, servers, busboys, and caterers, in cleaning tables
and disposing of trash left on and around tables. The present
tray may be used by anyone who needs to clean up a table and
the surrounding area. Use of the present tray further assists in
keeping floors and tables, and even booths and chairs, clean
and sanitary which, in turn, reduces the potential for insect
and rodent invasion. By keeping crumbs from falling on the
floor during table cleaning, the tray also helps to keep the
crumbs from being stepped on and embedded into the floor.
The present tray is a timesaving tool in that several tables may
be sequentially cleaned without having to return to a recep-
tacle to empty both liquid and solid debris, such as empty
wrappers and bags, paper cups, condiment packets, stirrers,
sugar and creamer packets, food crumbs, and the like, as each
table is cleaned, while simultaneously in some embodiments
providing ready access to cleaning supplies, such as spray
cleaners and cloths, without having to grab up the cleaning
supplies in one’s hands and/or underneath one’s arms, which
is often a difficult balancing act to achieve. Thus, the present
tray also makes the atmosphere more aesthetically pleasing
and clean for patrons. The present tray is easy to use, simple
to clean, convenient, effective, durable, timesaving and rea-
sonably priced.

The present cleaning tray has a smooth surface for easier
cleaning of the tray after use and is lightweight enough to be
easily carried from table to table while being durable enough
to support cleaning supplies and several tables’ worth of
trash. The tray may be made of injection molded plastic
material, such as polypropylene or the like, or other suitable
materials which allow the tray to serve its objects and pur-
poses.

The present cleaning tray may be produced in a wide vari-
ety of colors. The colors used to produce the cleaning tray
may be colors identified with a particular business. Further,
the tray may be embellished with various names and logos of
businesses such as commercial eating and drinking establish-
ments.

Numerous objects, features and advantages of the cleaning
tray will be readily apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art
upon reading the following detailed description of presently
preferred, but nonetheless illustrative, embodiments of the
cleaning tray when taken in conjunction with the accompa-
nying drawings. In this respect, before explaining the current
embodiments of the cleaning tray in detail, it is to be under-
stood that the invention is not limited in its application to the
details of construction and arrangements of the components
set forth in the following description or illustration. The
invention is capable of other embodiments and of being prac-
ticed and carried out in various ways. It is also to be under-
stood that the phraseology and terminology employed herein
are for purposes of description and should not be regarded as
limiting.

In its most general configuration, the present invention
advances the state of the art with a variety of new capabilities
and overcomes many of the shortcomings of prior devices in
new and novel ways. In its most general sense, the present
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invention overcomes the shortcomings and limitations of the
prior art in any of a number of generally effective configura-
tions. The instant invention demonstrates such capabilities
and overcomes many of the shortcomings of prior methods in
new and novel ways.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Without limiting the scope of the cleaning tray as claimed
below and referring now to the drawings and figures, all
shown not-to-scale:

FIG. 1 s an elevated perspective view of an embodiment of
a cleaning tray;

FIG. 2 is a back elevation view of the embodiment of FIG.
1

FIG. 3 is a partially disassembled front elevation view of
the embodiment of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a side elevation view of the embodiment of FIG.
1;

FIG. 5 is a cross-sectional side view of the embodiment of
FIG. 1,

FIG. 6 is a top plan view of the embodiment of FIG. 1;

FIG. 7 is an elevated perspective view of a portion of the
embodiment of FIG. 1 showing a cleaning tray in use on a
horizontal surface;

FIG. 8 is an elevated perspective view of another embodi-
ment of a cleaning tray;

FIG. 9 is a partially disassembled eclevated perspective
view of the embodiment of FIG. 9;

FIG. 10 is a side elevation view of the embodiment of FIG.
8;

FIG. 11 is a side elevation view of a portion of the embodi-
ment of FIG. 8; showing a first position adjustment in the
inter-engagement portion height (221); and

FIG. 12 is another side elevation view of the embodiment
of FIG. 9, showing a second position adjustment in the inter-
engagement portion height (221).

These drawings are provided to assist in the understanding
of the exemplary embodiments of the device as described in
more detail below and should not be construed as unduly
limiting the device. In particular, the relative spacing, posi-
tioning, sizing and dimensions of the various elements illus-
trated in the drawings are not drawn to scale and may have
been exaggerated, reduced or otherwise modified for the pur-
pose of improved clarity. Those of ordinary skill in the art will
also appreciate that a range of alternative configurations have
been omitted simply to improve the clarity and reduce the
number of drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

A cleaning tray (10) for the improved cleaning of tables
and other surfaces enables a significant advance in the state of
the art. The preferred embodiments of the device accomplish
this by new and novel arrangements of elements and methods
that are configured in unique and novel ways and which
demonstrate previously unavailable but preferred and desir-
able capabilities. The detailed description set forth below in
connection with the drawings is intended merely as a descrip-
tion of the present embodiments of the device, and is not
intended to represent the only form in which the present
device may be constructed or utilized. The description sets
forth the designs, functions, means, and methods of imple-
menting the device in connection with the illustrated embodi-
ments. It is to be understood, however, that the same or
equivalent functions and features may be accomplished by
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different embodiments that are also intended to be encom-
passed within the spirit and scope of the claimed device.

With reference now to the drawings, and in particular to
FIGS. 1-12 thereof, a preferred embodiment of the present
cleaning tray employing the principles and concepts of the
present cleaning tray and generally designated by the refer-
ence numeral 10 will be described.

Referring to FIGS. 1-7, the present cleaning tray (10)
removably engages a table (90) having an outer edge (92).
The cleaning tray (10) provides a main body (20), a first
wedge (50) and a second wedge (60) inside the main body
(20), areceptacle (70) for trash disposal centered in the main
body (20), and a storage compartment (80) permanently
attached to the main body (20), all seen well in FIG. 1.

The parallelepiped main body (20) has an exterior portion
(22), an interior portion (24), a front side (26), a rear side (28),
aleftside (30), aright side (32), a bottom side (34), a top edge
(36), and an aperture (42) having a first perimeter (44). The
aperture (42) is centered in the bottom side (34) of the interior
portion (24). The left side (30) and right side (32) each have an
elongated C-shaped opening (46) continuously extending
rearwardly from the front side (26), again as seen well in FI1G.
1.

The opening (46) is about one-half the length of the main
body (20). The opening (46) has a rear apex (48). The opening
(46) removably slideably engages a table (90) outer edge (92),
which allows the present cleaning tray to removably engage a
table (90) outer edge (92). The opening (46) forms arm-like
extensions that hook onto the table (90) outer edge (92), as
seen well in FIG. 7.

As seen well in FIGS. 1 and 3, the first wedge (50) has a first
interior edge (52) permanently attached to the interior portion
(24) on the left side (30), a first proximal edge (54) perma-
nently attached to the interior portion (24) on the rear side
(28), a first bottom edge (56) permanently attached to the
interior portion (24) on the bottom side (34), a first distal edge
(58) adjacent to the rear apex (48) of the C-shaped opening
(46) and a first upper apex (59) adjacent to the main body (20)
top edge (36).

Also as seen well in FIGS. 1 and 3, the second wedge (60)
has a second interior edge (62) permanently attached to the
interior portion (24) on the right side (32), a second proximal
edge (64) permanently attached to the interior portion (24) on
the rear side (28), a second bottom edge (66) permanently
attached to the interior portion (24) on the bottom side (34), a
second distal edge (68) adjacent to the rear apex (48) of the
C-shaped opening (46), and a second upper apex (69) adja-
cent to the main body (20) top edge (36). Each wedge (50),
(60) may have about a 45-degree slope as illustrated to assist
in wiping crumbs and guiding other waste into the receptacle
(70) in the center of the bottom side (34), as seen well in FIG.
6. The slope may vary but only insofar as the slope accom-
plishes the purpose of assisting in wiping crumbs and guiding
other waste into the receptacle (70).

A conical receptacle (70), seen well in FIGS. 2 and 3,
removably engages the aperture (42). The receptacle (70) has
an open top end (72) having a second perimeter (73), a closed
bottom end (74), a continuous first wall (76) between the top
end (72) and bottom end (74), an interior cavity (78) defined
by the top end (72), the bottom end (74), and the first wall
(76), and a continuous lip (79). The lip (79) extends out-
wardly from the top end (72) second perimeter (73) and
removably engages the aperture (42) first perimeter (44) adja-
cent the bottom side (34).

As seen well in FIGS. 1 and 5, the parallelepiped compart-
ment (80) may extend rearwardly from the main body (20)
rear side (28). The compartment (80) has a rear edge (82), a
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right edge (84), a left edge (85), an upper edge (86), a bottom
wall (87), and a rectangular internal cavity (88) defined by the
main body (20) rear side (32), the compartment (80) rear edge
(82), the right edge (84), the left edge (85), the upper edge
(86) and the bottom wall (87).

In a preferred embodiment, the main body (20) of the
present cleaning tray (10) has a first length (40) of about 13
inches long, a first width in a range of about 18 to 22 inches
wide, an external height of about 4 inches, and inwardly
sloping first and second wedges (50), (60) each having a
length of about 5 inches. Also in a preferred embodiment, the
length from the front side (26) of the main body (20) to the
rear apex (48) of the opening (46) is about 4 inches. The
opening (46) is about 2 inches in height in a preferred embodi-
ment. The conical receptacle (70), in a preferred embodiment,
has a 4-inch radius at the open top end (72) and a height of
about 11 inches. Also, in a preferred embodiment, the storage
compartment has a second width (81) of about 13 inches, a
second length (83) of about 4 inches and an internal depth of
about 4 inches.

Thus, the compartment has a second width about %3 as wide
as a main body first width and a second length about /4 as long
as a main body first length in a preferred embodiment. While
the dimensions may vary in other embodiments, the dimen-
sions must permit the present cleaning tray to attach and
balance properly to a table while supporting trash disposed of
therein and also supporting cleaning supplies stored in the
cleaning compartment and to be easily lifted and carried. The
present cleaning tray (10) may be formed of a smooth, light-
weight, durable material, including injection molded plastic,
polypropelene, and other materials having similar properties.

Inuse, it can now be understood that the cleaning tray (10)
provides a useful item for assisting in the clean up of tables.
To use the present cleaning tray (10), auser may simply place
cleaning supplies, including cleaners and rags or sponges, in
the storage compartment (80) and removably attach the tray
(10) to the outer edge (92) of a table (90) by sliding each
opening (46) on the left side (20) and right side (32) over the
outer edge (92) of the table (90), such as seen in a typical
embodiment in FIG. 7. The user may dispose of trash left on
the table or nearby by placing the trash in the receptacle (70).

In another series of embodiments, all of which may appear
in whole or in part with the features previously described in
other embodiments, a cleaning tray (10), may be seen, as in
FIGS. 8-12, to have a collecting portion (100), an attachment
portion (200) and a waste container (300), all of which may be
seen well in FIGS. 8-9.

The collecting portion (100) may be formed with a central
axis (105), seen in FIG. 9, which for the purposes of this
specification is defined as an orthogonal axis passing through
a center of the cleaning tray (10). The collecting portion (100)
has at least one collecting portion wall (110) enclosing a
collecting portion volume (130), which is in fluid communi-
cation with the waste container (300) through a collecting
portion fenestration (140). The collecting portion wall (110),
as seen in FIG. 10, may be spaced at least one predetermined
distance from the central axis (105), thereby defining at least
one collecting portion wall—central axis radius (115). The
collecting portion (100) may also have a releasable collecting
portion—waste container attachment (150).

The attachment portion (200), as seen in FIGS. 8-12, has an
upper engagement portion (210) and a lower engagement
portion (220) having a predetermined distance between the
upper engagement portion (210) and a lower engagement
portion (220) defining an inter-engagement portion height
(221), seen well in FIG. 10. This allows the cleaning tray (10)
to releasably engage a horizontal surface (H) placed between
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the upper engagement portion (210) and the lower engage-
ment portion (220) in the predetermined engagement portion
height (221), as seen well in FIGS. 11 and 12. An engagement
portion stop (230) lies at a predetermined distance from the
collecting portion central axis (105), thereby defining at least
one central axis—engagement portion radius (235), also seen
well in FIG. 10.

The waste container (300), seen well in FIG. 9, has at least
one waste container wall (310) defining a waste container
volume (330) in fluid communication with the collecting
portion (200) through the collecting portion fenestration
(140). Similar to and engaging the releasable collecting por-
tion—waste container attachment (150), the waste container
(300) has a releasable waste container—collecting portion
engagement (350).

As seen well in FIGS. 10 and 11, at least one collecting
portion wall—central axis radius (115) is greater than or
equal to at least one central axis—engagement portion radius
(235). This allows a horizontal surface (H), which by way of
example only and not limitation, may be a table top, counter
edge, or the like placed between the upper engagement por-
tion (210) and the lower engagement portion (220) in the
predetermined engagement portion height (221), and against
the engagement portion stop (230), to overhang at least a
portion of collecting portion wall (110), and thereby allow
any materials from the horizontal surface (H) to be swept
from the overhanging portion and fall by gravity into the
collecting portion volume (130).

In other embodiments, at least two collecting portion
wall—central axis radii (115) are greater than or equal to at
least two central axis—engagement portion radii (235),
thereby allowing an extended portion of the horizontal sur-
face (H) to overhang at least a portion of collecting portion
wall (110).

Various additional features may be found in any embodi-
ment of the cleaning tray (10). In some embodiments, as seen
in FIGS. 8 and 9, at least a portion of at least one collecting
portion wall (110) is oriented at an acute angle to the central
axis (105) to improve drainage of the collecting portion vol-
ume (130) into the waste container (300). The collecting
portion (100) may have at least one collection portion acces-
sory mount (160), as may the attachment portion (200) or the
waste container (300). As seen in FIGS. 8 and 9, one skilled in
the art will realize that there is almost no limit to the configu-
ration of a collection portion accessory mount (160), which
may, by means of example only and not limitation, be formed
as a hook, bar, handle, or other appurtenance.

As seen in FIGS. 10-12, the lower engagement portion
(210) may have an adjustable engagement portion height
adjustment (222). This would allow a variation within the
inter-engagement portion height (221), so that a horizontal
surface (H) placed within the inter-engagement portion
height (221) would fit more tightly. One skilled in the art
would realize that just as the lower engagement portion (210)
may have an adjustable engagement portion height adjust-
ment (222), the upper engagement portion (220) may have an
adjustable engagement portion height adjustment (222), or
additionally, that both the upper engagement portion (210)
and the lower engagement portion (220) may have an adjust-
able engagement portion height adjustment (222).

In certain embodiments, the waste container (300) may
further include at least one waste container handle (360), as
seen in FIG. 10. This may allow easier removal of the waste
container (300) from the collecting portion (200), to allow
waste to be disposed of. Since embodiments are envisioned in
which the waste container volume (330) is at least two, five, or
ten times the collecting portion volume (130), a waste con-
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tainer handle (360) may be useful in helping control the
weight and handling of the waste container (300).

To prevent premature release of the waste container (300)
from the collecting portion (200), the releasable collecting
portion—waste container attachment (150) and the releasable
waste container—collecting portion engagement (350) may
be releasably engagable in a releasably lockable position for
use. A plurality of methods for this would be known to one
skilled in the art, but may include a releasable locking portion
on one of the components that releasably engages the other
component.

Numerous alterations, modifications, and variations of pre-
ferred embodiments disclosed herein will be apparent to
those skilled in the art and they are all anticipated and con-
templated to be within the spirit and scope of the instant
invention. For example, although specific embodiments have
been described in detail, those with skill in the art will under-
stand that the preceding embodiments and variations can be
modified to incorporate various types of substitute and or
additional or alternative materials, relative arrangement of
elements, and dimensional configurations. Accordingly, even
though only few variations of the present invention are
described herein, it is to be understood that the practice of
such additional modifications and variations and the equiva-
lents thereof, are within the spirit and scope of the invention
as defined in the following claims. The corresponding struc-
tures, materials, acts, and equivalents of all means or step plus
function elements in the claims below are intended to include
any structure, material, or acts for performing the functions in
combination with other claimed elements as specifically
claimed.

I claim:
1. A cleaning tray (10), having a collecting portion (100),
an attachment portion (200) and a waste container (300),
wherein;
the collecting portion (100) has a central axis (105), at least
one collecting portion wall (110) wherein at least a por-
tion of at least one collecting portion wall (110) is ori-
ented at an acute angle to the central axis (105), enclos-
ing a collecting portion volume (130) in fluid
communication with the waste container (300) through a
collecting portion fenestration (140), the collecting por-
tion wall (110) spaced at least one predetermined dis-
tance from the central axis (105) thereby defining at least
one collecting portion wall—central axis radius (115),
and a releasable collecting portion—waste container
attachment (150);

the attachment portion (200) has an upper engagement
portion (210) and a lower engagement portion (220)
having a predetermined distance between the upper
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engagement portion (210) and a lower engagement por-
tion (220) defining an adjustable inter-engagement por-
tion height (221) and releasably engages a horizontal
surface (H) placed between the upper engagement por-
tion (210) and the lower engagement portion (220) in the
predetermined engagement portion height (221), and an
engagement portion stop (230) at a predetermined dis-
tance from the collecting portion central axis (105)
thereby defining at least one central axis—engagement
portion radius (235);

the waste container (300) has at least one waste container
wall (310) defining a waste container volume (330) in
open fluid communication with the collecting portion
(100) through the collecting portion fenestration (140),
and a releasable waste container—collecting portion
engagement (350); and

wherein at least one collecting portion wall—central axis

radius (115) is greater than or equal to at least one central
axis—engagement portion radius (235).

2. The device according to claim 1 wherein at least two
collecting portion wall—central axis radii (115) are greater
than or equal to at least two central axis—engagement portion
radii (235).

3. The device according to claim 1 wherein the collecting
portion has at least one collection portion accessory mount
(160).

4. The device according to claim 1 wherein the upper
engagement portion (210) has an adjustable engagement por-
tion height adjustment (222).

5. The device according to claim 1 wherein the lower
engagement portion (220) has an adjustable engagement por-
tion height adjustment (222).

6. The device according to claim 1 wherein the waste
container (300) further comprises at least one waste container
handle (360).

7. The device according to claim 1 wherein the releasable
collecting portion—waste container attachment (150) and the
releasable waste container—collecting portion engagement
(350) are releasably engagable in a releasably lockable posi-
tion for use.

8. The device according to claim 1 wherein the waste
container volume (330) is at least two times the collecting
portion volume (130).

9. The device according to claim 1 wherein the waste
container volume (330) is at least five times the collecting
portion volume (130).

10. The device according to claim 1 wherein the waste
container volume (330) is at least ten times the collecting
portion volume (130).
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